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Miss J. Gillies Head Teacher

I am delighted to be able to introduce this Christmas newsletter and to update you on 
some of the highlights of the autumn term.
  

This term included a very special Remembrance Assembly to commemorate the This term included a very special Remembrance Assembly to commemorate the 
centenary of the end of the First World War. The assembly was then followed by a 
very special lunch for members of our local community including ex-servicemen and 
women and the Mayor and Mayoress of South Tyneside. Leading up to and 
immediately following the assembly we were also very fortunate to be able to 
participate in the national ‘There But Not There’ art installation, with silhouettes of 
soldiers placed in classrooms, while students learned about different aspects of the 
war.war.
 

Once again, we displayed the amazing amount of talent we have here at Jarrow 
School through the annual Jarrow’s Got Talent event which took place on Monday 
15th October.
 

We hosted our annual Awards Evening on Thursday 15th November. This event 
celebrated the success of last year’s school leavers. We were extremely fortunate to 
have the actor Robson Green as our special guest. Robson presented students with 
their GCSE certificates and individual prizes for outstanding achievement in specific 
subject areas as well as giving an inspirational speech to everyone in attendance. 
We wish all of our ex-students every success for the future and thank Robson Green 
for participating in this very special evening. 
  

I am also delighted to be able to inform you that we recently achieved the Better 
Health at Work Bronze Award which is an excellent achievement for the school.
 

On behalf of staff and governors I would like to wish all parents, students and their 
families a very happy Christmas and very best wishes for the New Year.
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Our annual awards evening was held on Thursday the 15th November where the leavers of 2018 were invited 
back to celebrate their outstanding GCSE results and receive their GCSE certificates.  A number of awards 
were also presented to individual students on account of their achievement in specific subjects. The award for Overall 
Academic Achievement was presented to Sam Woodhouse for an exceptional set of GCSE results. The Outstanding 
Progress Award went to Ellie Tullin, while the Head of Year Award was presented to Jessica Wingrove in recognition of 
the hard work and outstanding attitude shown throughout her 5 years at Jarrow School.  
ItIt was a great privilege to welcome the actor Robson Green as our guest speaker for the evening. His words had the 
purpose to motivate and inspire and were delivered with a great warmth and unique sense of humour. His enthusiasm 
to connect with the students, staff and parents shone through and contributed greatly to what was an extremely 
enjoyable evening. On behalf of everyone at Jarrow School we cannot thank him enough for giving up his time to be a 
part of what was a hugely successful evening.                 Mr Rochford

AWARDS EVENING 2018

In the run up to Christmas we are running a competition called ‘The 12 Days of Christmas’.  This will be the third year of running 
this competition.  From Wednesday 5th December, students have the opportunity to win prizes each day as long as they maintain 
100% attendance from the start.  The prizes start off small and increase in value as we get closer to the Christmas holidays and 
include things such as sweets, hot chocolate and cookies, shopping vouchers and VIP tickets to our annual ‘Carol Service’.  Local 
companies have donated some of the larger prizes such as bowling tickets, sweet treats and cosmetics.  We would like to thank 
EdinburghEdinburgh Road Pharmacy, Bessy’s Sweet Bakes, Lightwater Valley and Namco Metrocentre for their donations.  A special thank 
you to Barbour for providing us with a grand prize for the 3rd year running, a free coat for one lucky student!  We will be looking 
to repeat this again next year and any suggestions for possible prizes or donations would be most welcome.  If anyone would like 
to donate a prize please contact me at school.                    Mrs L Kameli.

We are always very keen to promote good attendance in Jarrow 
School. This year we have 216 students who have been to school 
every day between September 4th and December 14th which is a 
fantastic achievement and one which we hope will continue for 
the rest of the school year.

days of
christmas



On Friday 23rd November we celebrated Fibonacci day in 
school. Students had the opportunity to complete 
Fibonacci activities in lessons and there was a Fibonacci 
treasure hunt around school. The overall winner of the 
treasure hunt was Neve Connolly (Year 7) who received a 
£10 intu voucher.          Mrs Hartis

MATHS MASTERY
OnOn Tuesday the 20th of November, the Maths department 
hosted a parents event focusing on the introduction to 
the mastery curriculum.
ParentsParents were invited to take part in a stereotypical lesson 
using a mastery format. The evening began with an 
introduction with the rationale behind adopting the Mastery 
Curriculum by Mr Farthing, followed by an outstanding 
interactive Lesson Showcase of the mathematical diet Jarrow 
School’s Key Stage 3 students sample on a regular basis.  
Parents were invited to take part and attempt the activities 
presentedpresented by Mr Garrick and Mrs Hartis. In addition to this, 
examples of students work were showcased using our 
Teaching for Mastery Stall created by Mr Armstrong which 
was full of resources used within the classroom.
A special thank you must also go to our Year 8 Maths 
Ambassadors who were involved in helping parents get to 
grips with the maths needed to complete the activities. They 
were all impeccably behaved and a credit to the school 
throughout the event.  Thank you to all who attended what was 
a very enjoyable evening.        Mr Armstrong

BRIGHT AWARDS
Jarrow School students are BRIGHT (Brave, 
Resourceful, have Integrity, have Grit, have High 
Standards and are Tolerant).
ThisThis academic year, we have started to give BRIGHT 
Awards to our students. Every month, our subject leaders 
select a ‘student of the month’. This is the student that has 
embodied being BRIGHT. Here is a photograph of some of 
our November winners.           Miss Gillies

STUDENT COUNCIL
TheThe student council have been very busy this term!  
Each half term the student council meets to talk about 
issues that have been raised by their peers.  Students have  
had the opportunity to discuss some of these with the Head 
Teacher which allows them to make a real difference to 
what happens within the school.  They have also been 
meeting with Faculty Leaders this term to talk about what 
theythey enjoy and what they would like to see more of in 
lessons.  Students recently met with catering managers to 
talk about what they would like to see at lunch times and as 
a result of these discussions the kitchen will now be 
serving chip butty’s on a Friday! This term has also seen 
the introduction of smoothies which was something that 
members of the council previously requested.  
On Thursday 15th November, Gillian Bell, Senior Education 
& Engagement Officer for the UK Parliament came into 
school to deliver some sessions to the students.  The 
sessions aimed to improve their understanding of the UK 
Parliament, the processes involved in policy making and 
debating skills.  
InIn addition to the main student council, there are separate 
committees that have a specific purpose.  This term, 
students who are part of the Charity Committee have 
supported our Harvest Festival assemblies and delivering 
poppies to classes for Remembrance.  Miss Kameli



Their latest production, ‘First World War Home and Away’, explored themes linked to both the fighting and home fronts 
during World War One. There were three short scenes with a question and answer session after each one. The actors 
answered the questions in character. This activity enriched the pupils’ learning about the First World War and was 
particularly relevant, given the centenary of the signing of the armistice on 11 November. Well done to those pupils who 
asked questions. Thanks to Canny Craic and the three tremendous actors for visiting our school.      Mr Head

On Friday 2nd November pupils in Year 9 
enjoyed a third visit from the Canny Craic 
Theatre Company. HISTORY IN THEATRE

The Mayor of South Tyneside was guest of honour at our special assembly 
as we commemorated a centenary of remembrance this November.
Jarrow School commemorated the event with a poignant Remembrance 
Assembly, tour of the school and a commemorative lunch with guests including 
members of the Royal British Legion, Airs Cadets, school trustees, governors, 
parents and carers, ex-service personnel and serving officers of the Armed 
Forces.
TheThe Mayor said: "The Mayoress and I were delighted to visit the school to join the 
students and the armed forces community as they marked this significant event in 
world history”.
The school also took part in the national ‘There But Not There’ art installation, with 
silhouettes of soldiers placed in classrooms.  There But Not There aims to 
commemorate the fallen and highlight the sacrifices of those soldiers as well as to 
help educate the younger generation about the legacy of the First World War.
StudentsStudents learned about the First World War in subjects such as Music, English, 
Maths, Science and Graphics.  Student in Design & Technology produced their 
own silhouettes which also featured in the school assemblies.
Local businesses, including florists, Morrisons and Siemens, also lent their support 
through donations towards the special ‘There But Not There’ remembrance lunch, 
which was prepared by the school's GCSE Food students.
MissMiss Gillies said: "We hold a remembrance assembly every year with the whole 
school as it is important that our students know about what has happened in the 
past and respect the service men and women for all they have done for our 
country.
"It is a particularly poignant year this year with the focus on the centenary of the 
First World War, which is why we were delighted to invite our special guests and 
have the silhouettes form part of our commemorations."

REMEMBRANCE ASSEMBLY 2018



Youth Theatre School
In September we found out that our youth 
theatre, which is ran by the Customs 
House in South Shields, was going to be 
able to run for another year, thanks to 
funding from Hays Travel.
ThisThis year’s cohort is made up of students from 
our year 9, 10 and 11 Performing Arts classes. 
The club is managed by the learning and 
participation team at the Customs House, led 
by Fiona Martin and each week the students 
work with professional actor, Seb Fumoleu to 
develop their skills. 
TheThe group are currently rehearsing for a 
performance due to take place at the 
Northern Stage in Newcastle, in March.
 

Beauty and the Beast
AtAt the beginning of this month, Year 9 
Performing Arts students went to the 
Customs House theatre to watch this 
year’s pantomime ‘Beauty and the Beast’.
TheyThey had a wonderful afternoon and will be 
trying out some of the acting and staging 
techniques they saw, when they take part in a 
series of melodrama workshops in their 
Performing Arts lessons.    Mrs Mallin

THE DOME

In September, the Year 11 Customs House Youth Theatre group staged their 
first performance ‘The Dome’.
TheThe play was an original piece which was written for the group by professional 
script writer Laura Turner. Laura has previously written for television programmes, 
including ‘Holby’ and ‘Eastenders’, so it was an amazing experience for the 
students to work with her.  The play was staged at the Customs House and prior to 
the performance the students spent the afternoon there, working with the director 
and getting used to the performance space.  The performance went without a 
hitch!  It was a proud moment for me and the family and friends of our young 
actors, who came along to show their support.  actors, who came along to show their support.      Mrs Mallin

The Music Department held its Christmas Concert on Thursday 13th December.
This was another great opportunity for some of our talented students to showcase their music skills. The whole 
evening showed the range, diversity and scale of the creative talent in Jarrow School. Some of the groups that 
performed included our string orchestra, wind ensemble, steel band and a range of vocalists.     Mrs Giles

CHRISTMAS CONCERT



On Thursday 4th October the Science department hosted the BAE Systems STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Maths) Roadshow in conjunction with the Royal Air Force and Royal Navy.  Years 7 and 8 watched the 
team present an exciting interactive show explaining the effect of forces and the use of maths in engineering.
The amazing robot MIA opened the show with her ability to not only speak and answer simple questions but solve complex 
maths problems and break dance!
Students were asked to help load a model of HMS Queen Elizabeth, the Royal Navy’s latest and most advanced aircraft carrier.  
They had to balance her load of aircraft to ensure she didn’t sink!
The demonstration then turned to magic tricks, or rather showing how the secrets of the card trick involved maths not magic!The demonstration then turned to magic tricks, or rather showing how the secrets of the card trick involved maths not magic!
Students then helped to demonstrate how calculations were important in working out how far an object can travel.  This 
involved a long tube, a heavy ball and four students with buckets on their heads!  Fortunately no one was in danger of a bump 
on the head! This brilliantly engaging and interactive show closed with an awesome demonstration of the power of a paramotor 
used by paragliders to propel themselves and their parachutes through the sky.           Mrs Higgs

The annual Jarrow’s Got Talent evening was held on 
Monday 15th October showcasing a range of unbelievable 
talent from brilliant dancers and unbelievable singers to 
daring plate spinning and feather balancing!!  Well done to 
all the performers:
Sheridan Boak , Charlotte Romero , Demi-Leigh Tinnion, Sheridan Boak , Charlotte Romero , Demi-Leigh Tinnion, 
Summer Greaves, Daisy Garvin, Ellie Purvis, Kayleigh Laws, 
Ella Gazzard, Darron Wilkinson- Flanagan, Rebekah Frazer, 
Kara Powell-Huskisson, Lucy Miller, Emily Miller, Sasha 
France and Savannah Boak. Mrs Clementson and Mrs Giles!

JARROW’S GOT



BLOWING A HOOLEY!
Performing Arts group. The students got to watch the company’s latest production, the hard hitting and gritty ‘Want’, which 
was created with young people from The Children's Society North East.  Following the performance the students took part in 
an improvisation workshop led by the actors and director, Catherine Scott. The students enjoyed this immensely as it provided 
them with the opportunity to work with industry professionals, to develop their skills and also to show off their incredible talent. 
Mrs Mallin

Tyneside based theatre company ‘Blowing a Hooley’ came into 
school in November and spent the afternoon with our Year 10 

7 Mercury and 7 Saturn were fortunate enough to be invited for a festive visit to the Centre for Life.  The day ran smoothly and 
all students took part in activities such as exploring the ‘Curiosity Zone’ where the laws of physics were pushed and stretched 
to the extreme. We took a trip around the ‘Brain Zone’ where memory and optical illusions boggled our minds with students 
amazed at how much a human brain actually weighs!  The North Pole was on the agenda too as we boarded the Polar Express 
4D motion ride, incorporating changes of state and the particle model. Year 7 were challenged to recall changes of state whilst 
being subjected to examples of freezing, melting and sublimation.
TheThe laboratories at the Centre for Life kindly hosted us for a Chemical Colour change workshop, where we investigated 
different types of acid and alkali and the students even made their own universal indicator using red cabbage. Lots of fun and 
learning took place there leaving the students brimming with knowledge and ideas ready to take back to school. 
WeWe finished the day with a well-deserved skate around the ice rink. At first students took to the ice like Bambi, but eventually 
were skating rings around each other.  They found it hilarious when I fell over but Gracie Davidson stole the show and 
demonstrated some excellent skills on the ice. Both classes did Jarrow School extremely proud, not only with their 
participation in the activities and their scientific knowledge but in displaying exceptional behaviour throughout the trip.   
                             Mr Hughes

Festive Visit



and finally...
• Reminder that all students who travel to and from school on bikes should be wearing a  
 helmet. 
• Uniform expectations are clearly stated on our website and in student planners. Please  
 ensure that your child is compliant with our school policy. 
• School reopens on Monday 7th January at the usual time. 
•• We wish all students, parents, carers and other members of the school community a   
 very Merry Christmas and a happy 2019.           Mrs Lobban

South Tyneside Sports Hall Athletics 
Competition

The Year 7 and 8 event took place at Temple Park on 
Thursday 13th December and the school was represented 
by three teams.  
TheThe Year 8 girls (Bethan Blakey, Paige Herrett, Emily 
Edwards, Bethan McCluskey, Brooke Hall and Caitlyn 
Dryden) finished in fourth place in a hard fought contest.
The Year 7 boys (Ryan Archbold, Fletcher Bradley, Cameron 
Cook, Owen Coulson and Jack Sewell) performed brilliantly 
to win a very tight competition and have qualified for the 
County Final in January 2019.
TheThe Year 8 boys (Bailey Adamson, Harry Loughlin, Aaron 
Stark, Erest Jahlezi and Jake Purcell) finished in second 
place in an equally tight contest and also qualified for the 
County Final.  Well done to everyone who took part!
 

Cross Country
TheThe South Tyneside Schools Cross Country Championships 
took place at Temple Park on 1st November 2018.  Jarrow 
School was represented by students from Years 7, 8 and 9 
and there were some fine individual performances.  
Cameron Cook won first place in the Year 7 boys race and 
Paige Graham was runner up in the Year 7 
girlsgirls event with Owen Hedley finishing 12th in the Year 9 
boys race.  These three students have qualified for the 
Durham County Schools Championships in January 2019, 
where they will represent South Tyneside.  Well done to all 
participants.   Mr Armstrong and Mrs Robertson 

SPORTS NEWSPANTO SEASON
The Young Carers from school went to see The 
Pantomime, Beauty and The Beast. 
There were 31 of us, who all care for someone at home. 
The pantomime was really funny for both the younger and 
older students. Everyone enjoyed it. At the break we had 
ice-cream and afterwards everyone sang along but 
Lewis Trott was definitely the winner on this occasion.
WeWe can’t thank the school enough for their help and 
generosity as well as Mrs Milburn and Mrs Walker for 
organising it every year for us.   Alex Kelly Year 11

The Post 11 Centre visited the Theatre Royal to 
see this years panto Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears. 
YearYear 7 students Declan and Josh along with Kieran in 
Year 10 wanted to say that the pantomime performance 
was amazing and they all really enjoyed it!
ItIt was funny, fast paced and exciting with lots of daring 
acts like the juggler, the motorbike stunt men and Danny 
on the tight rope.  They really loved the tongue twister 
scene about “Suzy Shaw selling Sushi in South Shields 
on a Saturday and Sunday”.     Mrs Macrae

positive role models who seek to combat racism, challenge 
stereotypes that young people may hold and to help students 
speak up about any issues they may have faced.  Following the 
event we held a non-uniform day and raised £526.12 for the 
charity.            Mrs Kameli

In October we invited Show Racism the 
Red Card into school to deliver some 
workshops to our Year 8 students.  There 
was a carousel of sessions throughout 
the day to educate students about racism 
in our everyday society.  Former football 
stars help to deliver the sessions and talk 
aboutabout their experiences on and off the 
pitch and how racism has impacted on 
them.  They were also accompanied by
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