
 

 

25 February 2021 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I hope that you and your family are safe and well and thank you very much for your 
support over the last two months with our remote learning offer. As mentioned in the 
letter sent yesterday, the government have now announced that all students will 
return to school during week beginning 8 March. This will be a phased return to 
enable us to conduct the testing of our students before they return to face to face 
teaching. Students will therefore be allocated a day to come in for testing before they 
fully return to school. When students attend solely for testing, they will not be 
expected to wear uniform and the main visitor entrance should be used rather than 
the student entrance.  
 
Years 10 and 11 
Students in years 10 and 11 will be tested on Monday 8 March. Year 10 students 
should come into school at any time between 8.30am and 11.30am to be tested and 
year 11 students should come into school at any time between 12noon and 3pm to 
be tested. All of the students in years 10 and 11 will then officially return to school on 
Tuesday 9 March. 
 
Year 7 
Students should come into school for testing at the following times on Tuesday 9 
March: 
Mercury – 8.30am     Saturn – 12.35pm 
Mars (including Post 11 students) – 9.30am  Jupiter – 1.35pm 
Neptune – 10.15am     Earth – 2.35pm  
Venus – 11.05am 
All of the students in year 7 will then officially return to school on Wednesday 10 
March. 
 
Year 8 
Students should come into school for testing at the following times on Wednesday 10 
March: 
Mercury – 8.30am     Saturn – 12.35pm 
Mars – (including Post 11 students) 9.30am  Jupiter – 1.35pm 
Neptune – 10.15am     Earth – 2.35pm  
Venus – 11.05am 
All of the students in year 8 will then officially return to school on Thursday 11 March. 
 
Year 9 
Students should come into school for testing at the following times on Thursday 11 
March: 
Mercury – 8.30am     Saturn – 12.35pm 
Mars – (including Post 11 students) 9.30am  Jupiter – 1.35pm 
Neptune – 10.15am     Earth – 2.35pm  
Venus – 11.05am 
All of the students in year 9 will then officially return to school on Friday 12 March. 
 
Students will be required to take further tests in school after the initial one and these 
will be organised in the weeks following 8 March. Home testing kits will then be 
provided. Further detail on home testing will follow nearer the time. 
 



 

 

During this first week of testing, there may be some disruption to remote learning for 
students still at home as staff will be teaching students both in school and at home. If 
a member of staff is unable to deliver a live lesson, then work will be set for students 
to complete. It is therefore very important that students check both Teams and their 
emails to ensure they have the correct information. 
 
Children of key workers and vulnerable students who have been attending school 
throughout this latest lockdown should continue to attend school as normal. 
 
When students officially return to school, all year groups will continue to use the 
areas of the school that they did during the autumn term as follows:  

 Year 7 – Mathematics 

 Year 8 – Humanities/Languages 

 Year 9 – Science 

 Year 10 – English/Option areas 

 Year 11 – Option areas/English 
 
Our school day will also have to revert back to the times used before the Christmas 
break to accommodate students starting and ending the day at different times and to 
allow us to have different breaks and lunches for the different year groups. Please 
see the information below for a reminder of the start and end times and the 
entrance/exit students should use: 

 Year 7 – Student entrance 8.30am – 2.35pm  

 Year 8 – Visitor/Staff entrance 8.30am – 2.40pm 

 Year 9 – Student entrance 8.40am – 2.45pm 

 Year 10 – Visitor/Staff entrance 8.40am – 2.50pm 

 Year 11 – Student entrance – 8.50am – 2.55pm 
 
As a result of updated guidance from the Department for Education, students will 
now be expected to wear face coverings in classrooms as well as in corridors and 
social areas. Face coverings however will be not be required in practical PE lessons 
or outside at break or lunchtime. 
 
Full uniform will be expected for all students when they return to face to face 
teaching. If you have any issues with regard to ensuring your child is wearing full 
uniform, please contact school and we may be able to help. 
 
The health and safety of students and staff is our number one priority and our risk 
assessment is currently being reviewed in line with the new guidance. This will be 
available on the home page of our website under coronavirus updates before we 
return on 8 March and this will give greater detail on the procedures that will be in 
place. In line with this, if any student does not adhere to the strict behaviour and 
safety guidelines we have in place, then parents will be contacted and the relevant 
procedures will be followed. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Miss J. Gillies 
Head Teacher 


