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23 June 2026
Dear Parent/Carer,

As we move into the final four weeks of the academic year, | am writing to stress the importance of
excellent attendance for all students.

At Jarrow School, we continue to teach right up to the end of term. Every lesson counts, and missed
learning time can have a detrimental impact on students’ knowledge, understanding, and overall
outcomes. There is clear research evidence that strong attendance is closely linked to better
academic achievement.

This is particularly important for our Key Stage 3 students. These years are vital in establishing the
core knowledge, skills, and understanding that form the foundation for future success. The
curriculum at KS3 is carefully designed to build the essential knowledge that students will rely upon
and develop further during Key Stage 4 as they work towards their GCSEs. Gaps at this stage can
make future learning significantly more challenging, so consistent attendance now is crucial.

Attendance and raising aspirations are key priorities for our school. We are determined that no
student is disadvantaged by missing out on their education.

We would also like to remind parents that holidays will not be authorised during term time.
Students attend school for 195 days each year, leaving 170 days outside of school time for
appointments, holidays, and activities such as dental visits, eye tests, and sporting commitments.

It is vitally important that students attend school every day, arrive on time, and are ready to learn.
Jarrow School wants the very best for your child, and we ask for your support in ensuring they are in
school consistently during this important period.

We know life can bring challenges, and sometimes absences are unavoidable. That’s why we are here to
work with you, to support you, and to remove any barriers that stand in the way. But we cannot do this
alone. We need every family, every parent, and every carer to join us in making attendance a priority. Jarrow
School is a place where every student deserves to thrive, and together we can make that happen.

Reporting an Absence
If your child is unable to attend school, we ask that you:
e Email attendance@jarrowschool.com between 8am and 8.30am to let us know the reason for
absence.
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e Be aware that we may require further information regarding the absence.
e Understand that you may receive a return phone call or a home visit from a member of staff, if
attendance is an issue or more information is required.

If attendance drops below 93%, we may initiate an Attendance Support Plan. If attendance continues to fall,
we will consider a referral to the local authority.

Here’s how you can help:
e Support your child to attend school every day and on time. Here is supporting guidance from the NHS
if your child is unwell - Is my child too ill for school? - NHS
e Avoid term-time holidays and unnecessary absences.

If there are any concerns or barriers to attendance, please do not hesitate to contact the school so
we can work together to support your child.

Thank you for your continued support.

Yours sincerely,

GoC —

Mr P Atkinson
Head Teacher
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https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

