
 

 

15th July 2026 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

 
As we approach the end of the academic year, I wanted to take this opportunity to thank you for your 
support during your child's transition to secondary school and to say how delighted we are to be 
welcoming them to our school community in September. 
 
Our two transition days were a tremendous success! It was a pleasure to meet our new Year 7 students 
and witness the enthusiasm, confidence and positive attitudes they demonstrated throughout both days. 
They embraced new experiences, made new friendships and approached every activity with maturity and 
curiosity, giving us every confidence that they will make a fantastic start to secondary school. 
 
It was particularly pleasing to see our school values already shining through. Students showed Respect by 
listening carefully, working cooperatively with others and being considerate of both staff and their new 
classmates. They demonstrated Resilience by stepping outside their comfort zones, navigating an 
unfamiliar environment and embracing new challenges with confidence. They also showed Responsibility 
by arriving prepared, following routines and taking ownership of their learning and behaviour. We are 
incredibly proud of the way they represented themselves and look forward to building on these values 
throughout their time with us. 
 
We hope your child enjoyed their transition experience as much as we enjoyed welcoming them, and that 
they are now looking forward with excitement to starting the next chapter of their education. 
 
To help ensure that every student feels confident and settled, Year 7 students will return to school on 
Wednesday 2nd September at 8.35am. On this day, only Year 7 students will be in school, giving them 
the opportunity to become familiar with the school building, establish routines, meet staff and continue 
building friendships in a calm and supportive environment before the rest of the school returns. 
 
We are excited to welcome your child back in September and look forward to working in partnership with 
you over the coming years. Until then, we wish you and your family a safe, relaxing and enjoyable 
summer break. 

 
Some Key Information: 

• School starts at 8.40am. All students are expected to be in form class by then.  They should 
aim to be inside the school gates for 8.35am.  

• Mobile phones must be turned off and in bags as soon as students enter the school site. The 
mobile phone policy can be found here. 

• Jewellery, other than a wristwatch, is not permitted and must be removed before entering 
the school building. 

• Uniform – From September 2026 the only compulsory branded uniform will be the white 
polo shirt, school jumper and blue PE top. Uniform Policy 

• Acrylic Nails: Please ensure that your child does not attend school with acrylic or artificial 
nails. These can interfere with participation in school activities and are not in line with our 
uniform policy. 

https://www.jarrowschool.com/site/policies/JS2426_Policy_Mobile_Phone.pdf
https://www.jarrowschool.com/site/index.php/information/uniform


 

 

• Piercings: For safety and uniformity, piercings are not allowed. Any piercings must be 
removed before your child enters the school site. 

• Nail varnish and false eye lashes are not allowed. 

• Make up is not allowed in years 7, 8 and 9.   

• Hair colour should be a natural colour. 

Important Update: Changes to Free School Meals from September 2026 

The department for Education has announced changes to how Free School Meals (FSM) will operate in 
England from the start of the 2026/27 school year. These changes are intended to simplify the system and 
extend support to more families. 

What parents need to do: 

• Check whether you household receives Universal Credit, as this will determine eligibility from 
September 2026. 

• If you think your child is eligible for Free School Meals it’s imperative that you apply.  Please complete 
this online form - www.cloudforedu.org.uk  

We appreciate your support in reinforcing these expectations at home. Working together helps us 
maintain a respectful, focused, and successful environment for all students. If you have any queries, 
please do not hesitate to contact your child’s Head of Year (for September 2026), detailed below. 

YR7 Mr Whitley nwhitley@jarrowschool.com 
 

 

Some Key dates 

• Wednesday 2nd September – New Year 7 students only return to school at 8.35am. 

• Thursday 3 September – All students return to school. On the yard for 8.35am prompt.  

• Wb 21st September – Year 7 Report 1 

• Wednesday 11th November – Year 7 Parent / Tutor Evening (4.00pm – 5.30pm) 

• Monday 14th December – KS3 Disco 

 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 

Mr P Atkinson 
Headteacher 

http://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/
mailto:nwhitley@jarrowschool.com

