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Miss J. Gillies Head Teacher

I am delighted to be able to introduce this Christmas newsletter and to update 
you on some of the highlights of the autumn term.
 

This term included a series of very special Remembrance Assemblies to commemorate 
the D-Day Landings. We were very fortunate to have members of the Royal British 
Legion in attendance with some British Legion members also participating in our 
assemblies.
  

We hosted our annual Awards Evening on Thursday 21st November. This event We hosted our annual Awards Evening on Thursday 21st November. This event 
celebrated the success of last year’s school leavers. We were extremely fortunate to 
have the ex-footballer Gary Bennett as our special guest. Gary presented students with 
their GCSE certificates and individual prizes for outstanding achievement in specific 
subject areas as well as giving an excellent speech to everyone in attendance. We wish 
all of our ex-students every success for the future and thank Gary Bennett for 
participating in this very special evening. 
  

Once again, students have participated in a wide range of educational visits including a 
year 11 residential visit to Kingswood, a trip to Kielder observatory for students in years 
9, 10 and 11 and a visit for year 7 students to the Discovery Museum in Newcastle.
 

We are saying goodbye to three members of staff at the end of this term. We therefore 
wish Mr Yeoman, Mr Hughes and Mrs Meadwell very best wishes for the future.
  

On behalf of staff and governors I would like to wish all parents, students and their 
families a very happy Christmas and very best wishes for the New Year.



A LETTER FROM OUR CHAIR OF 
GOVERNORS

II would like to thank Miss Gillies, the staff and students of 
Jarrow School for once again presenting such a thought 
provoking, moving and appropriate Remembrance Service 
on Friday morning 8th November.  There were three 
separate assemblies held at Jarrow School to 
accommodate all the students and in each I am sure the 
students were as well behaved attentive and respectful as 
thethe one I attended.  Alongside me sat the Chair of the Trust 
Board of the School and he was equally impressed and 
moved by the whole experience.  The steel band, the 
singers and the readers, all students of the school were a 
delight.  The members of the British Legion who were 
present were full of praise for the students’ behaviour and 
achievements.  Thank you must also go to Mr Hughes who 
sharedshared some of his army experiences with us and to Mrs 
Stonehouse for the excellent decoration of the hall.
 

Mrs J. A. Stokes
Chair of Governors

Jarrow School and
Jarrow School Raising Aspirations

@Jarrow
School

Jarrow School hosted their annual awards 
evening on Thursday 21st November 2019.
 

TheThe event was held to celebrate the successes of last 
academic year’s school leavers.  There was a fantastic 
turnout from the students and their families who had 
come along to support and celebrate their 
achievements.
 

ItIt was our great pleasure to welcome Gary Bennett who 
joined us to present our awards and act as guest speaker 
for the evening.  Gary has been a professional footballer, 
coach and manager throughout his career. He currently 
works closely with schools and charities, most notably 
Show Racism the Red Card.  Gary is best known locally for 
his time as a defender at Sunderland AFC where he made 
over 440 appearances for the club in all competitions.over 440 appearances for the club in all competitions.
 

Speeches were given by Miss Gillies, Gary Bennett and Mrs 
Elgood before students were invited on stage to be 
presented with their exam certificates.  There were also a 
number of trophies presented to students who had 
demonstrated outstanding work, effort and attainment in 
each of the subject areas.  Congratulations to all of our 
award winners but special mentions go to Reece Connolly 
forfor Overall Outstanding Achievement, Ellie McDonald for 
Exceptional Progress and Emily Bambrough who recieved 
the Head of Year Outstanding Student Award.
 

The evening drew to a close with students and staff having 
the chance to catch up over a lovely buffet and 
refreshments provided by the school catering staff.

Mrs Elgood

YEAR 11 LEAVERS 2019



on the North East leg of their tour to perform for our year 7 and 8 students in 
school.
TheThe band gave a dynamic live performance of their latest singles alongside a 
question and answer session, with some of our students getting a chance to meet 
the band for photos and autographs afterwards. The band were overwhelmed with 
the support they received from our students and left school to begin rehearsals for 
their coming performance at the Arena.              Mrs Giles 

Pop band New Rules took time 
out from supporting Little Mix NEW RULES IN SCHOOL

DAYS OF CHRISTMAS

Our annual competition  ‘The 12 Days of Christmas’  has become a festive 
favourite for the students in the run up to the holidays.
 

From Thursday 6th December, students have the opportunity to win prizes each From Thursday 6th December, students have the opportunity to win prizes each 
day as long as they maintain 100% attendance from the start date of the 
competition.  The prizes start off small and increase in value as we get closer to 
the Christmas holidays. Prizes include things such as sweets, hot chocolate and 
cookies, Intu shopping vouchers and NAMCO bowling tickets.  Barbour has 
generously  provided us with a grand prize for the 4th year running, a free coat for 
one lucky student!

A special thank you also goes to South Shields Football Club who have donated an A special thank you also goes to South Shields Football Club who have donated an 
amazing 400 tickets for football matches at their home ground this month.  On 
Friday 6th December Steve Camm, Foundation Manager, and some of the players 
came in to meet the lucky winners during a half hour question and answer session.  
The students enjoyed the experience and gained an insight into the day-to-day 
training of a footballer, the emotional side of a football career and the team spirit 
amongst the players.  They have also donated a signed shirt for the final day of our 
12 days competition.  We are looking to build links with the Foundation and have 12 days competition.  We are looking to build links with the Foundation and have 
arranged a session to be delivered within school before the end of this term.
 

If you have any suggestions for possible prizes or donations for next years 
competition or if anyone would like to donate a prize you can contact me at the 
school as they would be most welcome.          Mrs L Kameli

KIELDER 
OBSERVATORY
On the 28th of November, thirty eight 
students from Years 9 to 11 thoroughly 
enjoyed an early-evening visit to Kielder 
Observatory.
TheThe whole group listened to a highly 
engaging presentation that described the 
life-cycle of stars and demonstrated how 
vast the universe is via some stunning 
images of the Andromeda Galaxy. Our 
students then had time to ask some very 
insightful questions on the nature of the Big 
BangBang and the probability of life elsewhere 
in the universe.
One group then had the chance to handle 
meteorites that were older than the Earth 
and pieces of rock from the Moon while 
others were taken to look through the huge 
telescopes in the observatory. The night 
was made even more interesting when the 
generators failed, making it impossible to 
useuse the computer-controlled telescopes. 
Luckily the power-failure coincided with a 
clearing of the night sky. Everyone was in 
awe of the number of stars that were visible 
and we all got the chance to observe 
objects, such as the Pole Star, The Pleiades 
(Seven Sisters) and the Andromeda Galaxy 
through the smaller telescopes outside. through the smaller telescopes outside. 
To see some award-winning photos from 
the observatory please follow danmonk91 
on Instagram.
Mr Lawson, Mr Ingledew and Mr Hughes

Thirty seven students had the chance to 
visit the Theatre Royal in Newcastle on 
the 4th of December to see this year’s 
pantomime Beauty and the Beast.
Samantha Mukuruva in year 9 commented 
"I really enjoyed going to the pantomime to 
see Beauty and the Beast; I loved the 
classical music played by the orchestra 
and the actors were hilarious".
 

StaffStaff and students all had an amazing time 
and thoroughly enjoyed the performance.

Mrs Macrae



ATTENDANCE
 

Our attendance figures have been 
severely impacted by the flu/sickness 
bug that we've had in school this half 
term.
WeWe are not alone as a school in this as 
the effects have had a massive impact  
on school populations at a local and 
national level over the last month. 
However in spite of this there are one 
hundred and fourteen students who 
have managed to attain a 100% 
attendanceattendance record which is very 
impressive.        Mrs Lobban

BETTER HEALTH 
AT WORK AWARD

 

After achieving the bronze Better 
Health at Work Award in the autumn of 
last year, Jarrow School set its sights 
on silver.
InIn January five members of staff 
attended training and became Health 
Advocates, they then worked tirelessly 
on various campaigns throughout the 
year to enhance the schools Better 
Health at Work Award portfolio. Their 
work was not without reward, as the 
assessorsassessors were greatly impressed and, 
in November, we achieved silver status.  
        Mrs Mallin

CAREERS EDUCATION
TheThe year began with Year 11 attending 
careers events to help them choose their 
post 16 options next year. These, coupled 
with individual Careers Interviews, will go 
some way to ensuring our leavers are well 
informed when they leave Jarrow School in 
the summer.  
MorrisonsMorrisons visited Jarrow School to cover 
interview hints and tips and advise our 
students about the skills and qualities 
Morrisons expect their employees to have alongside their qualifications. This 
was all very enlightening for our students as they highlighted attendance, 
punctuality and attitude! To help more with transition, various colleges and 
Sixth Forms have also been coming in over lunch.
Meanwhile,Meanwhile, Year 10 Work Experience programme was launched, with students 
beginning their search for work and preparing for mock interviews at the end of 
the term.  The RAF presented career options to Year 10 and visits to Barclays, 
Jarrow Hall and Newcastle Rail Academy have all helped students recognise 
the qualifications and skills they need for work.
TheThe very popular Personal Development Days continue to ensure younger 
pupils also learn more about careers, teamwork and communication, and Years 
7, 8 and 9 have been able to practise work skills here in school.  All pupils enjoy 
these programmes immensely – highlights have been the NHS interactive 
drama production, the huge Bring it On engineering event and Team VIY where 
students constructed picnic tables and benches for our allotment.  Other events 
include the HMS Calliope Maritime STEM Day, the Careers Carousel for Year 8 
and Careers Lab for Year 7 in December.and Careers Lab for Year 7 in December.
As always it remains for me to heartily thank our parents, teachers, governors 
and business partners for another successful term here at Jarrow School, 
especially those who have given their time to either interview students or help 
inform on careers routes and progression. 

Mrs Green

Jarrow students meet Dr Aldrin, 
son of the famous astronaut, at 
the Bing It On event. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Once again this was an opportunity for some of our talented students to showcase their music skills. The whole evening showed 
the range, diversity and scale of the creative talent in Jarrow School. Some of the groups that performed included our string 
orchestra, wind ensemble, steel band and our two vocalists Eva and Anna.            Mrs Giles

The Music Department held its Christmas Concert on Tuesday 
10th December. 



skills and photoshop techniques to manipulate raw imagery.  Shooting in an outdoor environment has been beneficial for our 
students communication development and local cultural links 
have been forged.
Ryan Mills, who is studying AQA Photography, said during a 
student feedback survey “I have recently started using 
Photography as an Art form, I have really enjoyed taking my own 
photographs and editing them”.     Mrs Leonard

Photography Students have been working on 
Unit 1 Landscapes. They have used lens based LANDSCAPE PHOTOGRAPHY

Layla Burham 

Ryan Mills Brandon Lindesay 

Drew Coulson 

KINGSWOOD RESIDENTIAL
From the 14th to the 15th of November, our year 11 students were 
given the opportunity to participate in a thought-provoking, 
revision focussed educational residential to Kingswood centre 
in Northumberland.

DukeshouseDukeshouse Wood is an outdoor educational centre which 
focuses heavily on developing key character traits needed to be a 
successful learner throughout school. During this residential  
students were introduced to key revision ideas and strategies 
centralised through academic resilience, which are now being 
used successfully within lessons and to support home learning. 
The classroom based activities were intertwined with outdoor 
activitiesactivities such as “high all aboard”, in which students had the 
opportunity to improve key character traits such as resilience, 
team work, and problem solving in order to climb a 25m pole and 
stand at the top with four friends. There were also other outdoor 
opportunities such as zip wiring, and “night line” which allowed 
the students to further improve their character traits by 
overcoming challenges outside of the classroom environment!
 

All of the students in attendance did Jarrow School immensely 
proud and displayed real maturity in their attitude towards their 
academic studies. Well done Year 11!     

Mr Farthing

As part of the inaugural Maths Week England 
students across the school took part in a variety of 
maths activities and problem solving tasks 
throughout the week 11th-15th November.
 

YearYear 7 had an exciting opportunity to take part in a World 
Record attempt on 13th November, trying to break the 
World Record of the most people taking part 
simultaneously in a maths lesson in conjunction with 
Nrich.
 

StudentsStudents worked extremely hard to solve the problems 
put to them by the Nrich maths team. How many teddies 
are in the jar? How big would the jar need to be for 100 
teddies to fit? How many teddies would fit in your 
classroom? Some great questioning, problem solving 
and reasoning was observed.
 

Well done!Well done!
Mrs Hartis

MATHS WEEK ENGLAND



STUDENT COUNCIL UPDATE
the ground running on the 4th October, when all representatives met with the Primrose Parks Alliance to discuss how we 
could improve the area by the River Don and make it somewhere families would enjoy spending time.  We had a great 
morning brainstorming ideas and discussing what was most important to us.  We felt that our ideas were really being 
listened to and would love to help out and get involved with this project in the future.
We have launched our Christmas Charity Appeal and are collecting 
donations for Hospitality and Hope in our registration groups. We will also 
be holding a non-uniform day on the last day of term to support CLIC 
Sergeant. 
 

InIn addition to all of this we have been holding our regular meetings with 
Mrs Lawson, as well as meeting with Mrs Lobban and Miss Gillies to 
review issues that have been discussed.  We are also being consulted 
about a change to the PE kit for next year and have met with Mr Marley, 
Head of PE, to look at potential options.
 

NextNext term our focus is going to be volunteering and we are looking to 
launch various projects, in conjunction with South Tyneside Council’s 
150000 hours of volunteering project, before February half term.  It looks 
like another busy term ahead for us!       Jarrow School Student Council

The student council have had a busy first 
term.  Following elections in September we hit

SCIENCE HOMEWORK EVENT
TheThe Year 9 Science Homework Event was 
extremely successful with many excellent 
projects. There were some amazing model cells, 
some fantastic displays about key concepts like 
density, animal adaptations, blood, states of 
matter and the periodic table and some very 
creative games.
Winners of the event were: Winners of the event were: 
 

Darcie Tullin, Ella Gazzard, Louise Sharp, Emily 
Wilson and Kate Young with their project about 
finding the speed of the remote control car.
 

AlfieAlfie Crook, Jadon Kareem, Lampros Chantos, Tai 
Lyons, Alejandro Matas Cotes, Andrew Long and 
William Hynes. This group built their own ramp and 
car to investigate acceleration.   Mrs Higgs

STEM ROADSHOW
In October Year 7 and 8 students participated in our 
fifth STEM Roadshow.  Organised jointly with the RAF, 
Royal Navy and BAE Systems, this year's performance 
entitled “Are we connected?” focussed on 
communications and data.
TheThe team covered areas such as how mobile phones 
connect people around the world, how computers talk to 
each other and how we talk to our devices e.g. Bluetooth. 
They introduced our students to the real life application of 
some of the most recent communication technologies 
within BAE Systems, the RAF and the Royal Navy.
              Mrs Higgs

The best bit was...
“when the girl was inside the orb because it was funny.”
             Riley Bradey
“watching the little balls race and go round in circles and 
doing tricks. They were connected to an iPad.”
        Kurtis Stubbings
“when I went on the stage to tell someone to draw something. “when I went on the stage to tell someone to draw something. 
I liked taking part.”
Margaret Wallace



AN EPIC TALE OF ENGLAND
InIn September we attended Kynren 2019 – An Epic Tale of 
England, as part of a fun family evening trip with Jarrow School.  
This was our first visit to Kynren in Bishop Auckland and is a 
must see spectacular live action family show.  The world class 
performance took us on an immersive journey through two 
thousand years of history, myth and legend.
TheThe show is such an unusual experience, its cast, costumes, 
settings and vastness of the story are all just so unique.  It had us 
gripped from the beginning, capturing the audience and taking 
us through the decades.  The Viking boat rising out of the lake 
was a spectacular highlight alongside the outstanding 
soundtrack, fireworks and laser show. 
IfIf you want to see something that is first class and blows your 
mind, then we would definitely encourage you to go see Kynren.
           Colin, Dee and Zahra Ewart

Thank you to Jarrow School for a well organised trip. We had 
a great afternoon and evening at Kynren. An amazing show 
enjoyed by all the family. Well organised by the school, it was 
a great experience which we would highly recommend and 
would definitely go again if the opportunity arose. Mr Truefit

During the first few weeks of the Autumn term two groups of year 7 science students attended an activity filled morning 
at the Discovery Museum where they brought their favourite superheroes to life through science.
The event, ran by The Royal Society of Chemistry and the Discovery Museum, engaged students in activities that further fuelled 
their love for science by bringing superhero powers to life using scientific experiments. Many students made it on stage 
performing in front of other schools and showing off their own heroic talents.
TheirTheir enthusiasm for science continued while visiting the many fantastic exhibits in the museum, learning about how technology 
has advanced throughout history and  dressing up in traditional clothes from different eras. Students thoroughly enjoyed their day 
and can’t wait for more fun trips during their time at Jarrow School.                  Miss Parki

SCIENTIFIC DISCOVERY

ROSEWAY HOUSE CHRISTMAS CARDS
Mrs Knight's Health and Social Care group made Christmas 
cards for the residents of Roseway House Care home this 
year. Below is the thank you letter from a member of staff to 
our students.
 

Dear children and teachers,
Many thanks for sending Roseway House the wonderful gift Many thanks for sending Roseway House the wonderful gift 
of Christmas cards.
Our residents really enjoyed looking through them. Some of 
our residents have no family or friends and for those people 
your cards were particularly special.
The majority of our residents live with Dementia which The majority of our residents live with Dementia which 
effects their memory and emotions as well as having a 
physical impact.
I would like to praise you for how amazing your cards were I would like to praise you for how amazing your cards were 
for these residents as a lot of your cards were multi sensory 
i.e. you could look at them and feel them which is always 
important when communicating with residents living with 
Dementia.
You all brought so much joy to many people this week.  You all brought so much joy to many people this week.  
Some laughed, some cried, some just sat and read quietly 
but everyone enjoyed them and everyone smiled.
I have dotted the cards around the home so that every 
resident can see them all at some point.
Huge thanks to you all.  We wish you all a very merry Huge thanks to you all.  We wish you all a very merry 
Christmas, keep working hard and remember Santa's 
watching.
 

Many thanks, 
Dawn and the Roseway House Residents



• Students in years 7, 8 and 9 are not allowed to wear make up for school. Students  
 in years 10 and 11 are allowed discreet make up. The wearing of false eyelashes  
 or acrylic type nails are not permitted in any year group.
• School returns on 7th January 2020. We look forward to greeting our students at  
 the usual time of 8.40am on that day.
• Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to everyone connected to Jarrow School.
                        Mrs Lobban

and finally...
• Please note that our revised behaviour policy will be implemented from January 2020. Refer to the   
 letter explaining this or contact school if you are unclear.

Jarrow School students began this year’s Sportshall 
Athletics campaign on the 15th of November in the Year 
9/10 category.
 

II am very pleased to announce that the girls finished second 
narrowly missing out on victory by just one point or 0.2 seconds 
of a single race! They will now move on to the next round.  Even 
more impressive is that five of the six girls were from year 9 and 
were competing against students who were an academic year 
above them.  Mrs Robertson made an excellent team selection!  
Congratulations and well done to Emily Edwards, Aimee Slater, 
BethanyBethany Sanderson, Bethan Blakey, Paige Herrett and Milly 
Burden.
 

Unfortunately the boys were a man down due to a sickness bug 
but remained competitive throughout and finished in seventh 
place.  Well done to Aaron Stark, Harry Loughlin, Owen Hedley, 
Jake Ternent and Erest Jahelezi.
 

OnOn Friday the 6th of December it was the turn of our Year 7 & 8 
teams.  The Year 8 Boys team were hampered by illness with 
only four of them fit to compete on the day.  Despite this they still 
finished fifth overall out of seven South Tyneside schools.  There 
were some impressive individual performances from Cameron 
Cook, Cameron Wells, Daniel Pacewitch and Fletcher Bradley 
with Daniel taking first place in the two lap race.
  

The Year 7 Boys team consisting of Jonathan Lally, Matthew 
Carling, Declan France, Jack Kent, Josh Harkness and Jayden 
Duffy put on a strong performance which saw them finishing in 
fourth overall with an effortless first place finish in the six lap 
race by Jonathan.
 

OurOur Year 7 Girls gave a great team performance and were 
committed throughout finishing sixth overall.  Well done to 
Bethany Weightman, Tilly Hansen, Mia Burgham, Kayleigh 
Towsey, Grace Bell, Ronnie Dunwoodie, Ava Hedley and Imogen 
Green.         Mr Marley & Mrs Robertson

Year 9 Netball Team
DespiteDespite losing to Harton we played a good game, our team 
structure developed and goals were scored by Emily Edwards 
and Millie Carter. We still have games to play against St. 
Joseph’s, St. Wilfrid’s and Whitburn.  Good Luck to Milly Burden 
(captain), Emily Edwards, Kennedy Bell, Millie Carter, Brooke 
Hall, Alex Green, Louise Sharp, Emily Wilson and Bethany 
Sanderson.             Mrs Robertson

ATHLETE OF THE 
YEAR AWARD

CongratulationsCongratulations to Owen 
Hedley in year 10 who has 
been named Under 15 Athlete 
of the Year by the coaches 
and committee of Jarrow & 
Hebburn Athletics Club.
Well done Owen!

SPORTSHALL ATHLETICS
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